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Here is not only the suppressio veri, which is highly penal, but the crimen falsi too. An action popular, or of qui tarn, would certainly lie; but, however, I should certainly prefer an indictment upon the statutes of Forgery, 2 Geo. II. cap 25, and 7 Geo. II. cap. 22; for forgery, I maintain it, it is. The fact, as you well know, will be tried by a jury, of whom one moiety will doubtless be plasterers; so that it will unquestionably be found." Here my Dunsel paused for some time, and hemmed pretty ften; however, I remained silent, observing plainly, y his countenance, that he had not finished, but was linking on. In a little time he resumed his disburse, and said, " All things considered, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I would advise you to bring your indictment upon the Black Act, 9 Geo. I., cap. 22, which is a very fine penal statute." I confess I could not beck the sudden impulse of surprise which this 3casioned in me, and interrupting him perhaps too astily, " What I sir," said I, " indict a woman upon the Black Act for painting white f" Here my Dunsel, interrupting me in his turn, said with some armth, " Mr. Fitz-Adam, Mr. Fitz-Adam, you, like too many others, have not sufiiciently considered all the beauty, good sense, and solid reasoning of the law. The law, sir, let me tell you, abhors all refinements, subtleties, and quibblings upon words. "What is black or white to the law ? Do you imagine that the law views colours by the rule of optics ? No, God forbid it should. The law makes black white, or white black, according to the rules of justice. The law considers the meaning, the intention, the quo animo of all actions, not their external modes.
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